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Thas response, including sttached exhibits, 1s submitted on behalf of The Clanon Fund,
Inc (“Clanon”) and Aish HaTorah International (“Aish™) 1n response to a complant filed by the
Council on Amencan-Islamic Relations (“CAIR") on September 26, 2008 with regard to the
distnbution of a documentary entitled Obsession Radical Islam’s War Against the West
(“Obsession™ or “the documentary™) m September 2008 The essence of the CAIR complaint,
apparently, 1s that Clanon and/or Aish, by distnbuting DVDs of the documentary as paxd
advertining supplements 1n newspapers and by direct mal, somehow violated2 US C § 441b(a)
and/or 2U S C § 441¢(a) by making an expenditure to support the election of Johm McCain to
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the office of Pressdent of the Umited States For the reasons set forth below, the Federal Election
Comnussion (“FEC” or “the Commussion™) should activate this case and dismiss the CAIR's
frivolous complant after determiming that there 18 no reason to behieve that erther Clarion or Aish
comnutted any violation of 2U S C §441b(a)or2 US C § 441e(a)

It 1 difficult to discern an mntelligible legal argument in the one-and-a-half page CAIR
complant The complaint consists largely of quotes from newspaper articles in which varnious
(frequently unnamed) political analysts speculate that the distnbution of the documentary
September 2008 was “pohitically motivated” and “designed to benefit a particular presidential
candidate, namely Sen John McCain " CAIR Complantat 1 There 13, however, one simple
devastating fiact that the CAIR complant ignores  the documentary docs not refer. n any
does not refer 1n any way to gny federal candidate or g1y federal election The documentary,
which was produced m 2005 and released 1n 2006, long before the 2008 election cycle, 1sa
serious exanunation of the threat that radical Islamic terronsts pose to the United States and
Western civilization It has absolutely nothing to do with the 2008 presadential election

VEY. §9 Sengtor JORR NMCC-AIR OF the 2900 Drejiacntial electi

Desprte thus fatal flaw, the CAIR complaint then goes on t0 accuse Clanon of (1) making
“contnbutions and expenditures 1n connection with a federal election” 2 U S C § 441b(a)) and
(2) “us{ing] contnibutions of foreign nationals 1n connection with a United States presidential
elecion” (2U S C §441e(a)) CAIR Complaint at 2

The allegations aganst Clarion are based solely on Clarion’s status as an incorporated
public chanty orgamzed under 26 US C § 501(c)(3) CAIR Complantat2 The CAIR
complaint provides no support whatsoever — because 1t cannot — that the documentary 1s a public
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communication subject to the junsdiction of the Commission If the documentary 1s not subject
to the Commussion’s junisdiction, then no contnbution or expenditure could have occurred and
Clanon cannot be found to have violated either2 USC § 441b(a)or2U S C § 441e(n)

The allegations against Aish are sumply false Aish did not provide any funding
whatsoever to the Clanon Fund for the distnbution of the documentary The falsity of the

allegation 13 demonstrated by fimsiness of the CAIR s allegstion The CAIR compilaint simply
alleges that funding for the distnbution of Obsession “may have onginated from Israel-based
Aish HaTorsh International ” CAIR Complunt at 2 (emphasis added) CAIR provides no
documentation whatsoever to directly support thus very senous allegation The best CAIR can
do 13 0 allege, based on unnamed “sources,” that Raphael Shore, the producer of the
documentary, 1s or was an employee of Aish HaTorsh Internattonal CAIR Complaint at 2
While Mr Shore 1s an employee of Aish HaTorah International, that fact does not 1n any way
support CAIR's naked allegation that Aish provided the funding to Clanion for the September
2008 distnbution of Obsession CAIR Complaint at 2

CAIR’s speculative and unsubstantiated allegations against Aish do not satisfy even the
mmmal pleading requirements for compimints under the Commussion’s regulations Those
regulations state specifically that a “complaint should differentiate between statements based on
personal knowledge and statements based upon mnformation and belief™ 11 CFR § 111 4(c)
In addition, “[s]tatements which are not based on personal knowledge should be accompamed by
an dentification of the source of information which gives nse to the complanants belief 1n the
truth of such statements ™ 11 CFR § 111 4d)X2) The CAIR’s allegations aganst Aish make
no effort to differentiate between statements based on personal knowledge and statements based
on information and behef More importantly, CAIR fails to :dentify a single source of
mformation that would support CAIR"s belef that Aish provided funding to Clanon for the
distnbution of Obsession Clearly, CAIR’s allegations agamst Aish violate the pleading
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requirements of 11 CFR §§ 111 4(c)&(d)(2) and the Commssion should dismiss the
allegations agamst Aish on that banis alone

If, however, the Commussion opts to overlook the serious deficiencies m CAIR's
allegations agamnst Aish, 1t may not then proceed to find reason to believe that Aish violated
either2USC §441b(a) or2 U S C § 441¢(a) unless 1t first determunes that the documentary 13
a public communication subject to the Comnmussion’s junsdiction If the documentary 18 not
subject to the Commussion’s jurisdiction, then no contribution or expenditure could have
occurred and Aish cannot be found to have violated either2 US C §441b(a)or2USC §
441¢(n)

The Clanon Fund, Inc 13 a non-profit, non-partisan orgamzation organized as a public
chanty under 26 U S C § 501(c)(3) n 2006 Clarion 1s an independent orgamzation and does
not accept funding from the US Government, political mnstitutions or foreign orgamzations
Clanon’s mission 1s to educate the Amencan public about 1ssues of national secunty, particularly
the threat posed to the United States by radical Islam Clanion carnes out 1ts mission by
producing and distnbuting documentary films, online education through 1ts websites and
grassroots efforts on college campuses Sec generally www clanonfund org,
www dicahislam org and www ObsessionTheMovie com

In September 2008, to coincade with the seventh anmiversary of the terronst attacks of
9/11, Clanon distnbuted twenty-eight million DVDs of the documentary Obsession as a paid
advertising supplement 1n more than seventy newspapers across the country and by direct mail
ath dcEment el ne , that accompapred it refer ip a
02008 The DVD 1s attached as Exhubit
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A The wntten matenals that accompamed the DVD 1n the paxd advertising supplement are
sttached as Exhubit B

Aish HaTorsh International 13 a New York City-based Jewish educational and social
orgamzation established under 26 U S C § 501(c)(3) 12002 Aish HaTorah International 1s one
of twenty-six branches of Aish HaTorah, a non-profit, apolitical network of Jewish educational
centers headquartered n the Old City of Jerusalem See generally www aish com Nerther Aish
HaTorah International nor Aish HaTorah provided any funding to The Clanon Fund for the
September 2008 distnbution of Obsession

The Council on Amencan-Islarmic Relations describes itself as 1s a non-profit grassrools
civil nghts and advocacy group orgamized under 26 U S C § 501(c)(3) 1n 1994 See generally
www caircom CAIR objects to the depiction of Mushims in Obsession Since the distnbution
of the documentary 1n September, CAIR has mounted a pubic relations campaugn to discredit the
film by falsely claiming that its distribution was secretly financed by an Israch organization
“secking to help Sen John McCain win the U S Presidential elecion ” See CAIR Press Release
dated September 23, 2008 attached as Exiubit C In addition to the complamnt :n MUR 6080,
CAIR has filed a simlarly baseless complaint with the Internal Revenue Service seeking to
revoke the tax-exempt status of The Clanon Fund Sge CAIR Press Release dated September 30,
2008 attached as Exiunt D  Since Scptember, CAIR has used the existence of the pending FEC
and IRS complants to intimdate mdividuals and groups who had previously endorsed
Obsession See, ¢ g, CAIR Press Release dated October S, 2008 attached as Exubit E CAIR
continued to 1ssue press releases falsely claiming that The Clarion Fund was seeking to influence
the presidential election nght up to the week before election day Se¢ CAIR Press Release dated
October 28, 2008 attached as Exhibit F  Exhubits C through F are also available on the CAIR
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Lesal Arzuments

There 13 simply no basts 1n law for the Commussion to find reason to beheve that erther
Clarion or Aish violated either2 U S C §441b(a) or2USC § 441e(a) The CAIR complamt,
like one of Sheherazade’s tales 1n One Thousand and One Arabiuan Nights, 18 contingent on the
Commussion finding that the documentary somehow “magically” compelled viewers to vote for
Jobn McCan for President in the 2008 general election degprte the fact that the documentary

)
' IRGHICCIILE LI
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The Federal Election Campaign Act (“FECA™) of 1971, as amended, 2 U S C §§ 431
through 455, does not give the Commussion the authority to regulate any pubhic communication
that might concervably have an impact on a federal election Instead, the Commission®s
Junsdiction 1s hmited to regulating two well-defined categones of public communications (1)
independent expenditures for communications that expressly advocate the election or defeat of a
clearly :dentified candidate for federal office 2 U S C § 431(17)) and (2) electioneenng
commumcations (2U S C § 434(f)) The documentary simply does not meet the statutory
definition of erther an independent expenditure or an electioneerning commumcation

Corporations and foreign nationals are prohubited from making independent expenditures
1n connection with a presidential elechon 2U S C §§ 441b(s) and 441e(a)(1XC) FECA
defines the term “independent expenditure” to mean an expenditure by a person expressly
advocating the election or defeat of a clearly 1dentified federal candidate that 1s not made 1n
concert or cooperation with or at the suggestion of a candidate, party oragent 2USC
§431(17), 11 CFR §100 16 A candidate 1s “clearly identified” for FECA purposes if (1) the
name or mckname of the candidate appears, (2) a photograph or drawing of the candidate
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appears, or (3) the wdentity of the candidate 1s apparent by unambiguous reference 2USC §
431(18), 11 CFR §10017 Commssion regulations specify that an unambiguous reference to
a candidate includes references to the individual, such as “the President,” “your Congressman,”
or “the incumbent,” as well as references to the individual’s status as a candidate such as “the
Republican presidential nominee™ or “the Democratic candidate for the Senate in llinois ™ 11
CFR §10017

The Commussion’s regulations state that express advocacy also exists if a commumcation
uses phrases such as “vote for the President,” “re-elect your Congressman,” or “Snuth for
Congress,” or uses words or campaign slogans which in context can have no other reasonable
meaning than to urge the election or defeat of a clearly identified candidate, such as posters,
bumper stickers, or advertisements that say “Nixon’s the One,” “Carter *76,” “Reagan/Bush” or
“Mondale!™ 11 CFR § 100 22(a) Under the Commussion's regulations, express advocacy also
ests 1if a communication, when taken as a whole and with limited reference to external events,
such as the proxamuty to the election, could only be interpreted by a reasonable person as
contaming express advocacy because (1) the electoral portion of the communication 1s
unmistakable, unambiguous, and suggestive of only one meaning, and (2) reasonable minds
could not differ as to whether 1t encourages actions to elect or defeat a clearly identified
candidate or encourages some other kind of achon 11 CFR § 100 22(b)

Obsession does not constitute an independent expenditure because 1t does not referto a
clearly identified federal candidate and does not contain express advocacy Nowhere in the

John McCaun or, for that matter, any other candidate for federal office See Exhibits A and B
Not surpnsingly, since there 18 no reference to a federal candidate 1n the documentary, there 1s no
language that would meet the Commussion’s definition of express advocacy under esther 11
CFR §§ 100 22(a) or 100 22(b) Sec.e g, MURSs 5474 and 5539, First General Counsel’s
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Report at 17-18 (“While [the documentary) Fahrenhert 9/11 contmns a great deal of poltical
content and criticism, and leaves no doubt about [the director’s] discontent with the policies and
practices of the Bush Admimstration, the film does not expressly advocate the defeat of
Prendent Bush or the election or defeat of any other clearly identified candsdate ™)

Corporations and foreign nationals are prolubited from makang or financing
electioneenng communications m connection with a presidential elechion 2USC
§§ 441b(b)(2) and 441e(a)(1XC) For purposes of presidential elections, FECA defines the term
“electioneermg communication” as any (1) broadcast, cable, or satellite communication, which
(2) refers to a clearly 1dentified candidate for Federal office, and (3) 1s pubhcly distnbuted within
60 days before a general election or 30 days before a pnmary elechon 2USC
§ 434(D(3XAX1), 11 CFR § 100 29(a)

Commussion regulations define the term “broadcast, cable, or satellite communication” to
mesn a communication that 1s publicly distnbuted by a television station, radio station, cable
television system, or satellite system 11 CFR § 100 29(b)(1) Simularly, the term “publicly
distnbuted” 1s defined to mean awred, broadcast, cablecast or otherwise dissemnated through the
facilities of a television station, radio station, cable television system, or satellite system 11
CFR §10029(b)3)X1) Funally, the term “refers to a clearly identified candidate™ means that
the candidate’s name, nickname, photograph or drawing appears, or the :dentity of the candidate
1s otherwise apparent through an unambiguous reference such as “the President,” “your
Congressman,” or “the mcumbent,” or through an unambiguous reference to the individual’s
status as a candidate such as “the Repubhican presidential nomnee”™ or “the Democratic
candidate for Senate in [linois™ 11 CF R § 100 29(b)(2)
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aderal Election Compussion v Wisconsin Right to Life (WRTL I, US __,
127 S Ct 2652, 2664 (2007), the Supreme Court held that the prombition on corporate financing
of electioneening communications n2 U S C § 441b(b)(2) was constitutional only as appled to
commumications that contamed express advocacy or its functional equivalent The Court went
on to bold that a commumcation “1s the functional equivalent of express advocacy only if the
[commumication] 1s susceptible of no reasonable interpretation other than as an appeal to vote for
or aganst a specafic candidate ™ [d at 2667 The Court then found that the advertisements 1n the
case before 1t were not the functional equvalent of express advocacy because they “focus on a
legislative 1ssue, take a pomition on the 13sue, exhort the public to adopt that position, and urge
the public to contact public officials with respect to the matter” ]Jd Moreover, the Court found
that the advertisements lacked indicia of express advocacy They did not “mention an election,
candidacy, pohtical party, or challenger, and they [did] not take a position on a candidate’s
character, quahifications, or fitness for office " ]d

Obsession does not constitute an electhioneering communication because 1t fails to satisfy
two of the three prongs of the statutory definttion of an electioneenng communication
Moreover, even if the documentary did satisfy the statutory definrtion, 1t would not qualify as an
electioneenng commumication because 1t meets the test for genune 1ssue advocacy estsblished
by the Supreme Court in WRTL II

The very first requirement of the statutory definrtion of an electioneenng communication
18 that 1t must be a broadcast, cable or satellite communication 2 US C § 434()(3)XAX1), 11
CFR §1002%@a) Obsession, however, was distnbuted to the general public as a paxd
advertimng supplement m newspapers and by direct mail Accordingly, the documentary does
not constitute an electioneening communication See. .8, MURS 5474 and 5539, First General
Counsel’s Report at 9-10 (“The [documentary Fahkrenheut 9/11], theatrical tralers, and websites
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identified 1n the complamts do not satisfy the definition of ‘electioneening commumcation’
because they were not distnibuted by broadcast, cable or sstellite by any of the respondents ™)

In adchtion, the documentary does not qualify as an electioneering commumcation
because 1t does not refer, 1n any way, to a clearly 1dentified candidate for federal office 2USC
§ 434(DCGXA)aXD, 11 CFR § 10029(b)X2) John McCan's name or mckname 1s never
mentioned 1n the film and 1t does not contan any photographs, video or drawings of um Nor
does the documentary contan any unambiguous references to erther John McCain or lus status as
a candidate for premdent for the simple reason that the film was produced i 2005, well before
John McCain declared lus mtention to run for Premident of the United States in 2008

There 13 no bass for the Commussion to conclude that Obsession meets the statutory
defimtion of an electioneermg commumication Even if 1t dad, the Commussion could not
constitutionally penalize Clanon for a violation of 2 U S C § 441b(b)(2) as that provision has
been mterpreted by the Supreme Court in WRTLII There is no reasonable interpretation of
Obsession as anything other than what 1t appears to be on its face a documentary regarding the
1ssue of radical Islamic terronsm and the threat it poses to the United States and Western
cavihization Obsession 18 pure 13sue speech under the test established by the Supreme Court 1n
WRILII Ithas all of the indicia of 1ssue advocacy and none of the indicia of express advocacy

At the conclusion of Obsession, viewers see the following message on the screen
immediately before the credits “You can make a difference Take a Stand Get involved at
www ObsessionTheMovie com ™ Visitors to that website can click on a hink to a separate
webpage entitled “Take Action ” That webpage provides visitors with advice on how they can
rase awareness about the threat of radical Islam Suggested activities include, among others,
writing letters to the editors of newspapers about the threat of radical Islam, orgamzing letter
writing campaigns to elected officials raising awareness of radical Islam, distnbuting
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information, hosting discussions, and orgamizing presentations on college campuses to mform

Obsession fits squarely within the Court’s defimtion of gennne 1ssue advocacy It
“focuses on a[n] 1ssue, take[s] a position on the 1ssue, exhort{s] the public to adopt that position,
and urge{s] the public to contact public officials with respect to the matter ® WRTLII 127 S Ct
at 6667 Moreover, the documentary lacks any of the Court’s indicia of express advocacy It
does not “mention an election, candidacy, political party, or challenger” and 1t does not “take a
position on a canchdate’s character, quahfications, or fitness for office ” Id

Because Obsession does not meet the statutory definttion of an electioneenng
commumication and clearly does satisfy the Supreme Court's test for genune 1ssue advocacy, the
Commssion 1s precluded from finding that there 1s reason the believe that either Clanon or Aish
commutted any violstion of erther 2U S C § 441b(a)or2 US C § 441c(a) Seec generally
MURs 5474 and 5539 (Dog Eat Dog Films, Inc and Michael Moore)

There 13 no basis 1n law or fact for the Commussion to find reason to believe that erther
Clanon or Aish commutted any violation of either 2U S C § 441b(a) or2 U S C § 441e(n)

The CAIR's allegation that Clanon and Aish violated 2 U S C § 441¢(a) because Aish
“may have” provided funding for the Scptember 2008 distnbution of Obsession 1s sumply false
It 1s clear that CAIR included this baseless allegation 1n 1ts complaint to the FEC for the sole
purpose of attempting to discredit Obsession because CAIR objects to the content of the
documentary The Commussion should not allow itself to be used by the CAIR 1n a despicable
effort to chull the Furst Amendment nights of The Clanon Fund by i1mposing on the chanty the
costs of defending itself from multiple baseless government investigations
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Sumularly, the CAIR s allegation that Clanon and/or Aish violated 2 U S C § 441b(a) 1
utterly without ment As the Commssion held n MURs 5474 and 5539 (Dog Eat Dog Films,
Inc and Michael Moore), a corporation’s use of corporate funds to distribute a documentary
constitutes a violation of 2 U S C § 441b(a) only if the documentary meets the statutory
defimtion of erther an independent expenditure or an electioneenng commumcstion For all of
the reasons discussed above, Obsession clearly cannot be found to be exther an mdependent
expenditure or an clechioneermg commumcation That should have been obvious to the CAIR
because anyone who actually views the documentary would know that it does not refer, 1n any
way, to John McCain or the 2008 presidential election The fact that the CAIR chose to make
thus allegation when 1t was clearly baseless only demonstrates that the complamnt m this case was
filed solely for purposes of harassment

The Commussion should respond to thus blatant attempt to chull the First Amendment
nghts of Clanon and Aish by quickly activating thus case and dismissing the CAIR'’s frnvolous
complaint after determming that there 15 no reason to beheve that esther Clanon or Aish
commutted any violation of 2U S C § 441b(a)or2 U S C § 441e(n)

Smcerely,

e —

Brett G Kappel
Counsel for The Clanon Fund, Inc
and Aish HaTorah International
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CAIR Asks FEC to Probe Anti-Muslim DVDs Sent to Swing States
(WASHINGTON, D C, 9/23/08) - A prommnent nstional Islamic civil nghts and advocacy group today
announced that 1t has filed a complaint with the Federal Election Commussion (FEC) over the
distnbution of an anti-Mushm film to 28 milhon homes m premidential election swing states

The Washington-based Council on Amernican-Islamic Relstions (CAIR) 1s urging the FEC to mvestigate
whether the Clanoa Fund, a shadowy non-profit organization that distributed DVDs contaming
“Obsession Radical Islam’s War Agamnst the West,” 13 really a front for an Isracl-based group secking
to holp Sen. John McCam win the U.S. presidential elechon (No information about a board of
directors, staff or even a physical address 15 offered on the fund’s website )

In 1ts complaint to the FEC, CAIR wrote 1n part

“The Clanion Fund recently financed the distnbution of some 28 mullion DVDs containg the film
‘Obsesmion Radical Islam’s War Against the West’ m what many political analysts describe as ‘swing’
states 1n the upcoming presidential elections Those same analysts say the distnbution of the ‘Obsession’
DVD was designed to benefit a particular premdential candidate, namely Sen John McCamn

“According to the website for the Secretary of State for New York, Clanon Fund Inc 18 mcorporated m
New York as a Delaware based foreign not-for-profit corporation According to the Delaware
Department of Corporations, Robert (Rabb1 Raphael) Shore, Rabb: Henry Harns and Rebecca Kabat
moorporated Clanon Fund All three of whom are reported to serve as employees of Aish HaTorah
Intenational, an orgamzation apparently based m Israel Also according to the Delaware Department of
Corporations, the of the Clanion Fund used Aish HaTorah’s New York City address (150
West 46th Street, New York) to mcorporate Clanon Fund m Delaware

“It appears that the fanding for the production, marketing and distribution of ‘Obsession’ may
have origisated from Israel-based Aush HaTorah International.”

To read the entire FEC complaunt, click here

There 13 at least one report of a person who received the DVD also getting an automated phone call
asking that person to watch the film and then “keep 1t in mind when you go to the voting booth "

“American voters deserve to know whether they are the targets of a mult-million-dollar campaign

funded and directed by a foreign group seeking to wiup up anti-Mushim hysteria as a way to mfluence
the outcome of our presidential election,” said CAIR Executive Director Nihad Awad

Awad saxd CAIR has recerved numerous complants from those who were sent the DVD in newspapers
delivered to their homes and has recorded at least one report of an anti-Mushm bias incident directly
resulting from the DVD distnbution

Some newspapers, including the News & Record m North Carolina and the St Lows Post-Dispatch,
have refused to distrnibute the DVDs

Interfth leaders such as Rev Dr C Welton Gaddy, president of the Interfath Alliance, have spoken
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out against the distnbution of “Obsession” m swing states In a statement, Gaddy also called for an FEC

“...when a cynical attempt 13 made to mfiuence our nation’s presidential election by
stoking fear of one reigrous group we believe the med:a along with public officiaks, such as the
Federal Election Commusion, must establish who is trymg to mfiuence our politics through
rebpous bigotry.”

An editonal m the Palm Beach Post outlined the appareat political motivation behind the Clarion
Fund eampaign

“Distribution of the DVD  was timed with the post-Labor Day start of presidential election season
About 95 percent of the papers that contained the DVD are 1n Flonda, Peansylvania, Olio, Miclugan,
Wisconsin, lowa, Colorado, New Mexico, Nevada and New Hampshire

“Notice a pattern? Right, those are the swing states that most analysts believe will determmne the
election The 1ssue on which polls conmstently show John McCam shead of Barack Obama 1s national
security One way to make voters worry less about the economy and more about national secunty would
be to send out a DVD that opens with clips of 9/11 and includes scenes of Mushims chanting ‘Death to
Amenca!™”

SEE The Secret Cell Helping McCain (Palm Beach Post)

SEE ALSO Anti-[slam Film Targets 'Swing State' (IPS)

Editonal and letter writers nationwide have called the film “propaganda” and even compared 1t to Lem
Rucfenstahl's 1935 pro-Naz film "Triumph of the Will * One writer called 1t “musleading and
dangerous ” (Broward-Palm Beach New Times, 9/20/08)

Putting (NWFMYNM)

Jeff VanDenBerg, director of Middle East Studies at Drury University, called the film “a biatant plece
of anti-Mushm propaganda " (News-Leader, 9/17/08)

Those interviewed in “Obsession™ constitute a verttable who’s who of Mushm-bashers. Speakers
include Wahd Shoebat, who once told a Missoun newspaper that he sces “many parallels between the

Antichnist and Islam” and “Islam 15 not the religion of God — Islam 18 the dewil ” (Springfield News-
Leader, 9/24/07)

Others interviewed 1n the film include Nonie Darwish, a self-styled “former Moslem" who wrote that
"Islam 1s cruel, anti-women, anti-religious freedom and anti-personal freedom 1n general,” and Damel
Pipes, who warned a Jewish convention of the "true dangers” posed by "the presence, and increased

stature, and affluence, and enfranciusement of Amenican Mushms " (Amencan Jewish Congress,
10/21/2001)

Another “Obscssion” mterviewee, Brgitte Gabnel, told the Australian Jewssk News: “Every
practismg Mushm is a radical Mushm.” She also clumed that “Islamo-fascism 13 a pohtically-correct
word 1t's the vehucle for Islam Islam 13 the problem ”



2804423232749

SEE The World According to Bgitte Gabniel (Australian Jewish News)

mnﬁmmMMMuﬂmmmmmkpllmdom«mmum'

"Absolutely Ifa Muslim who has - who 13 — a practicing Mushm who believes the word of the Koran
to be the word of Allah, who abides by Islam, who goes to moaque and prays every Friday, who prays
five tmes a day - this practicag Mushm, who believes in the teachings of the Koran, cannot be a
loyal citizen to the United States of America."

CAIR, America’s largest Ialamic civil hiberties group, has 35 offices and chapters nationwide and 1n
Canada Its mismion 1s to enhance the understanding of Islam, encourage dialogue, protect cival liberties,
empower Amencan Musims, and build coalitions that promote justice and mutual understanding

-END -
CONTACT CAIR Natonal Commumcations Director Ibralum Hooper, 202-488-8787 or 202-744-

7726, E-Mail 1hooper@cair com, CAIR Commumications Coordinator Amuna Rubin, 202-488-8787, E-
Mail arubin@eair com
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CAIR Asks IRS to Probe Group Behind Swing State Anti-Musiim DVDs
(WASHINGTON, D C, 9/30/08) - A promment nstional Islamic civil nghts and advocacy group today
said 1t has asked the IRS to mvestigate whether the non-profit orgamzation belund distibution of an
anti-Mushm film to 28 mihon homes m premdential election swing states has violated laws govermng
1ts tax-exempt status

The Washmgton-based Council on Amencan-Islamic Relations (CAIR) 13 urging the IRS to find out if
the Clanon Fund, a shadowy non-profit group distnbuting DVDs of “Obsession Radical Islam’s War
Agamst the West,” 13 bemng “operated exclusively for the exempt purpose of educating ‘ Amencans
about 1ssues of national security'” as it clarms

In a letter to Steven T Miller, commissioner of the IRS’s Tax Exempt and Govemment Entithies
Dmvinion, CAIR wrote 1 part

“{Iindependent observers have suggested that the distribution of the DVD was an obvious attempt by the
Clanon Fund to participate m campaign activities and mtervene 1 the 2008 presidential election ”

The letter quoted the editonal page editor of the Palm Beach Post, who wrote “Last week, an ad for
John McCain came with The Post But 1t wasn't labeled as an ad for John McCam Dastribution of the
DVD, whoss producers say it will ‘change the way you look at the world,” was tmed with the poat-
Labor Day start of presidential election season About 95 percent of the papers that contamed the DVD
are m Flonda, Pennsylvama, Olno, Miclugan, Wisconsmn, Iowa, Colorado, New Mexico, Nevada and
New Hampshire "

CAIR asked the IRS, 1f evadence of wrongdomg 1s uncovered, to consider stripping the Clanon Fund of
1ts tax-exempt status, tax funds 1t spent on prolubited activities and impose an mjunction on further
pohtical expenditures

“A non-profit group’s tax-exempt status should not be misused to promote political candidates or to
mfluence the outcome of an eloction,” said CAIR Executive Director Nihad Awad

Awad noted that even those mvolved 1n the production and promotion of “Obsession” are now having
mmu?mwmwnMvmmmomemm-mm

The Endowment for Middle East Truth (EMET), a pro-Israel think tank, pulled out of “The Obsession
Progect” after CAIR filed an FEC complamt seeking an mvestigation the Clanion Fund's possible
violations of election laws

Dr Khalesl Mobammed, a Mushm mterviewee for “Obsession,” now calls the production a "vile piece
of propaganda " In a statement sent to the www obsessionwithhate com websits, Dr Mohammed saxd
“Sadly, 1t would seem that I have allowed myself to be used *

‘The “Obscssion with Hate” mte was lmunched recently by the Hate Hurts Amenica Multifaith
Commumty Coalition (HHA), a group of religious and civic orgamzations seeking to challenge hate
speech m our society HHA's site offers a pomt-by-pomt rebuttal to propagandistic claims made m the
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film, as well as a list of newspapers that dehivered the film's DVD as an msert, a ssmphing of bigoted
statements made by anti-Mushm figures mterviewed for "Obsession,” and examples of the
overwhelmingly negative media coverage of the Clanon Fund's controversial campaign to mfiuence
voters

A recent article 1n the St Petersburg Times revealed ties between the film's distnbutors and the Israel-
based group Aish HaTorsh The newspsper’s mvestigative report stated “Clanon's address, according to
Manhsttan directory asmistance, 1s the same address as Aish HaTorsh International, a fandraismg arm of
Aush HaTorah The Clanon Fund and Aish HaTorsh International are also connected to a group called

Those mterviewed m “Obsession” constitute a venitable who’s who of Mushim-bashers

mciude Wahd Shoebat, who once told a Missoun: newspsper that he sees “many parallels between the
Antichnist and Islam"” and “Islam 18 not the religion of God — Islam 1s the devil ” (Sprmgfield News-
Leader, 9/24/07)

Others mterviewed m the film include Nonie Darwish, a self-styled “former Moslem™ who wrote that
"Islam 15 cruel, anh-women, ant-rehgious freedom and anti-personal freedom 1n general,” and Danzel
Pipes, who wamed a Jewish convention of the "true dangers” posed by "the presence, and mcreased
stature, and affiuence, and enfranchisement of Amencan Mushms " (Amencan Jewish Congress,
10/21/2001)

Another “Obsession” nterviewee, Bngitte Gabriel, told the Australian Jewish News “Every practising
Mushim 1s a radical Mushm " She also claimed that “Islamo-fascism 1s a pohtically-correct word 1it's
the vehicle for Isiam Islam 1s the problem ”

The Warld According to Brgitte Gehnel (Australian Jewish News)

‘When asked whether Amencans should “resist Mushms who want to seek political office m this nation,”
Gabriel smd

"Absolutely If a Musim who has — who 18 — a practicing Mushim who belhieves the word of the Koran
to be the word of Allah, who absdes by Jslam, who goes to mosque and prays every Friday, who prays
five times a day — thus practicing Mushm, who believes m the teachings of the Koran, cannot be a loyal
citizen to the United States of Amenca "

UDBEERI0r

CAIR, Amenca's largest [slamc civil iberties group, has 35 offices and chapters nationwide and 1n
Canada Its mssion 18 to enhance the understanding of Islam, encourage dialogue, protect civil liberties,
empower American Mushms, and build coahtions that promots justice and mutual understanding

-END -
CONTACT CAIR National Commumcations Director Ibrahum Hooper, 202-488-8787 or 202-744-

7726, E-Mnil 1hooper@carr com, CAIR Commumecations Coordinator Amuna Rubin, 202-488-8787, E-
Mail arubm@carr com
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Fox '24' Producer Pulls Endorsement of Anti-Mushm Film
(WASHINGTON, D.C., 10/5/08) - A prominent national Islamuc civil nghts and advocacy group
snnounced today that Howard Gordon, the executive producer of Fox's television drama “24,” has
withdrawn his endorsement of the anti-Mushm film “Obsession,” which 1s currently being distnbuted to

some 28 mullion households 1n presidential election swing states by a shadowy non-profit orgamzation
called the Clarion Fund

The Washmgton-based Council on Amencan-Isiamc Relations (CAIR) relcased a statement by
Gordon 1n whuch he smd

"After being contacted by a number of people whose opmmions I respect and after reviewing Obsession
with thewr criticisms and concerns in mind, I have asked the film makers 1o remove my endorsement from
the Obsession website and from any future promotional materials While 1 remain comnutted to the film's
essential message - that the hate-mongering promoted by radical Islamism presents a real threat to
western values of tolerance and pluralism - 1 also appreciate that the goal of co-existence and tolerance
15 not being served by films like Obsession "

CAIR welcomed Gordon's statement and noted that others are withdrawing their support for the film that
many commentators have called anti-Mushm “propaganda ™

“We commend Mr Gordon for recogmzing the harm caused to our society by intentionally

and divimive films such as ‘Obsesmion,'™ said CAIR Executive Director Nihad Awad “As public
outrage grows over ths hate-filled production, people of conscience are spontaneously withdrawing thexn
support "

He saxd newspapers that distributed copies of the “Obsession Radical Islam’s War Against the West”
DVD have received an outpouning of negative feedback from readers of all faiths A number of
newspapers refused to carry the DVD as an insert and there have been reports of anti-Mushim bias
related to the film’s distribution

In Oluo, a public school bus dnver who also takes children to an Islamic school reported that other bus
drivers were talking about the DVD and asked him how be could transport "those people ”

News et Complamnts for DVD Ad On Musluns (AP)
SEE ALSO DVD's Makers Used Newspapers to Spread Hatred (Columbus Dispatch)

Awad saud that even a pro-Israel think tank, the Endowment for Middle East Truth (EMET), pulled
out of “The Obsession Project "

SEE Thunk Tank Quwits ‘Obsesmon Project’ (JTA)

Dr. Khaleel Mohammed, a Mushim interviewee for “Obsession,” now calls the production a "vile pece
of propaganda " In a statement sent to the www ohsessionwithhate com website, Dr Mohammed said
“Sadly, 1t would seem that I have allowed myself to be used ”

SEE Statement of Dr_Khaleel Mohammed

The “Obsession with Hate” site was launched recently by the Hate Hurts America Mult:farth

Commumity Coabtion (HHA), a group of religious and civic orgamzations seeking to challenge hate
speech m our society

RN
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HHA's site offers a pomt-by-pomt rebuttal to propagandistic claims made in the film, as well as a list of
newspapers that delivered the film's DVD as an maert, a samplmg of bigoted statements made by anti-
Mushim figures mterviewed for "Obsesmon,” and examples of the overwhelnmngly negative media
coverage of the Clarion Fund's controversial campuign to influence voters

A recent article n the St. Petersburg Times revealed ties between the film's distnbutors and the Israel-
based group Aish HaTorah The newspaper's investigative report stated “Clarion’s address,
according to Manhattan directory asnstance, is the same address as Aish HaTorah International, a
fundraising arm of Aish HaTorah The Clarion Fund and Aish HaTorah International are also
connected to a group called HonestReporting, which produced Obsession HonestReporting's 2006 tax
return uses the same address *

Senders of [slam Moy e ‘Obsession’ Tied o lewish Chanty (St Petersburg Times)

Based on these revelations and on the Clanon fund’s apparent attempt to use its non-profit status to
mnpact the presidential election 1n favor of a candidate, CAIR filed complamts with both the
Federal Election Commussion (FEC) and the Internal Revenue Service (IRS)

SEE The Secret Coll Helping McCain (Palm Beach Post)
SEE ALSO Aut-lalam Fulm Tacgets "Swing State’ Voters (IPS)

CAIR asked the IRS, if evidence of wrongdomg 18 uncovered, to consider stripping the Clarion Fund of
its tax-exempt status, tax funds it spent on prolubsted activitics and impose an mjunction on further
political expenditures

E CAIR Ask1 IRS to. mmmmm\vmsmm.uuahmmm
lEBALSO AIR A

Those interviewed 1n “Obsession” constitute a ventable who’s who of Mushm-bashers Speakers
mclude Wahd Shoebat, who once told a Missoun newspaper that he sees “many parallels between the
Antichnst and Islam" and “Isiam 1 not the religion of God — Islam is the devil " (Springfield News-

Others mterviewed 1n the film include Nonie Darwsh, a self-styled “former Moslem" who wrote that
"hh-huukmn-hmm-duwm-hml”md

Danlel Pipes, who warned a Jewish convention of the "true dangers” pesed by "the presence, and
increased stature, and affiuence, and enfranchsement of Amenican Muslims." (Amencan Jewish
Congress, 10/21/2001)

Angther “Obsession” mterviewee, Brgatte Gabnel, told the Australian Jewish News “Every

practsing Muslim is a radacal Muslim.” She also clmmed that “Islamo-fascism 1s a politically-correct
word 1t's the vehicle for Islam Islam 1s the problem ™

SEE The Warkd According to Bugitte Gabriel (Australian Jewish News)

When asked whether Amenicans should “resmist Mushms who want to seek political office in this nation,”

Gabnel said

"Absolutely If a Muslim who has — who 13 — a practicing Muslim who beheves the word of the Koran
to be the word of Allah, who abides by Islam, who goes to mosque and prays every Friday, who prays
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five umes a day — tins practicmg Muslins, who believes in the teachings of the Koran, cannot be a
loyal citizen to the United States of Ameriea.”

SEE Obscasion’ Stars Have Lectured at U § Military Colleges

CAIR, Amenca's largest Islamic civil hberties group, has 35 offices and chapters nahonwide and n

Canada Its mussion 1s t0 enhance the understanding of Islam, encourage dialogue, protect civil hiberties,

empower Amenican Muslims, and build coalitions that promote justice and mutual understanding
-END -

CONTACT CAIR National Commumications Director Ibeahum Hooper, 202-488-8787 or 202-744-

7726, E-Mul 1hooper@carr com, CAIR Communications Coordinator Amina Rubin, 202-488-8787, E-
Mal arubin@cair com
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CAIR: Foreign Group Again Linked to Anti-Mushm DVD Campagn

(WASHINGTON, D.C., 10/28/08) — A promnent national Islamic civil nghts and advocacy group
today renewed 1ts call for Federal Election Commission (FEC) and Internal Revenue Service (IRS)

mnvestigations of an apparent attempt by a foreign-based group to influence the presidential election

The Counail on American-Islamic Relations (CAIR) said another media report has linked the Israel-
based group Aish HaTorah to the distnbution of millions of anti-Mushm DVDs to voters n presidential
election swing states and to key opinion leaders nationwide

An article 1n today's St Lows Post-Duspatch descrnibed an interfirth response to an effort led by an anti-
Islam pastor to send the DVD "Obsession Radical Islam’s War Aganst the West™ to hundreds of
thousands of Chnstian and Jewish clergy nationwide

The Rev. O'Neal Domer, pastor of the Worldwide Chnistian Center 1n Pompano Beach, Fla , refused to
say who paud for the massive maihing, but admtted that the domor “had been 1 touch with officaals
from Alsh HaTorah.” Dozer also smd, “I do beheve that the religion of Isiam...Is a very dangerous
and eval cult.” (“Obsession” interviewees include those who have said “Islam 1s the devil” and who
claim no “practicmg Mushm” can be a “loyal citizen to the United States of Amenca )

About DVD (Post-Dispatch)

An earlser article 1n the St Petersburg Times revealed ties between the film's distributor, the Clarion
Fund, and Aish HaTorah The newspaper's investigative report stated “Clanon's address, according to
Manhattan directory assistance, 1s the same address as Aish HaTorah International, a fundraismg arm of
Aish HaTorash The Clanon Fund and Aish HaTorah International are also connected to a group called

HomnR:poumwhwhprodwedObmon HonestReporting's 2006 tax return uses the same

Senders of lslam Mavie 'Obsession’ Tied to_lewish Chanty (St Petersburg Times)

(!

A colummst for The Atlantic wrote that Aish HaTorah “operatives flourish in the radical belt of Jewash
settiements just south of Nablus, 1n the northern West Bank "

CAIR has also learned that the “Obsession™ DVD 1s being distnibuted to local public officials

“throughout the country” by the Washington-based Ethics and Pubhe Policy Center (EPPC) An
EPPC letter accompanying the DVD tells the officials to “get mformed Before 1t’s too late

Based on these revelations and on the DVD distributor’s apparent attempt to use its non-profit status to

impact the presidential election 1n favor of a particular candidate, CAIR filed complaints with both the
FEC and IRS

CAIR also noted that even those who once backed “Obsession” are withdrawing their support for the
film that many commentators have called anti-Mushm “propaganda ” For example, the pro-Israel think
tank the Endowment for Middle East Truth (EMET) pulled out of “The Obsession Project "

Howard Gordon, the executive producer of Fox’s drama “24,” withdrew hus endorsement of the film
because “the goal of co-exastence and tolerance 18 not being served by films hike Obsession "
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Dr. Khaleel Mokammed, a Mushm interviewee for “Obsession,” now calls the production a "vile piece

of propaganda " In a statement sent to the website www obseasionwithhate com, Dr Mohammed sad
“Sadly, 1t would seem that I have allowed myself to be used ™

The “Obsession with Hate” site was launched recently by the Hate Hurts America Multifaith
Co-mnnym(ﬂﬂn.amofmhmndﬂmmmmwdﬂwm
1n our society

CAIR, Amenica's largest Islamic civil hiberties group, has 35 offices and chapters nationwide and 1n
Canada Its mission 1s to enhance the understanding of Islam, encourage dialogue, protect civil iberties,
empower Amencan Muslims, and build coahtions that promote justice and mutual understanding

CONTACT CAIR National Communications Director Ibrahun Hooper, 202-488-8787 or 202-744-

WMZG.B-MHI thooper@car com, CAIR Commumcations Coordinator Amina Rubin, 202-488-8787, E-
snubin@car com
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